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Alan Constable’s lifelong interest in cameras began around the age of eight, when he started using scraps of paper 
and cardboard from cereal boxes to fashion his own. It may come as a surprise to people unfamiliar with Alan’s story 
to learn that he is legally blind (with limited tunnel-vision); and also deaf, which makes his world all the more internal 
and contained. As observers we can only project our own perspectives onto Alan's work, but one could speculate 
that his physical challenges have defined his extraordinary artistic abilities.

Last year I was fortunate enough to work with Alan on a collaboration entitled Polaroid Project, which I initiated 
together with Arts Project Australia in Melbourne. Working on this exhibition was a memorable experience and a 
privilege that gave me an insight into Alan’s studio practice rarely offered to others. Polaroid Project later toured to 
The Armory in New York City, and was shown at the Fleisher/Ollman Gallery in Philadelphia, further cementing 
Alan’s growing international profile.

Although not a collaboration in the traditional sense, the project provided an opportunity to present two process-
based artists who both work from the readymade. The result was a project with very different visual outcomes. The 
Polaroid boxes I created were fastidiously crafted and painted to replicate exactly the colour and scale (to the 
millimetre) of the original packaging. Minus text and incidental imagery, they amplified the abstract qualities of the 
boxes, allowing a space for viewers to trigger their own memories and narratives related to the Polaroid product. On 
the other hand, Alan’s cameras emphasised the handmade, intensifying and celebrating the imperfections 
associated with the human touch. None were perfect, nor exactly to scale, but it was exactly these qualities that 
resonated with and engaged audiences. The original Polaroid cameras were all standard black, but Alan chose 
various coloured glazes for his versions; they ranged from black to red, gold and pewter. Each carefully glazed 
camera provided a further shift away from the original, precise, pristine machine.





While watching Alan work I was impressed by the immediacy of his construction process, unselfconscious 
expression and love for his subject matter: the camera. Alan works alone, holding the reference object millimetres 
from his eyes, scanning and touching the surface then committing the details to memory to render his impressions. 
The clay is carefully pushed, pinched, scraped and scratched, then pieced together with his fingers. He works 
quickly, hands covered in clay and slip-glaze, as each camera component is carefully built then assembled—body, 
lens, viewfinder, buttons, knobs and handles. Alan produces astoundingly beautiful sculptures that move beyond 
what they represent, beyond mere copies of static objects. More than just cameras, they carry the collective account 
of us all. We recognize and remember within these small sculptures our families, friends, lovers, holidays and 
childhood. Although these cameras might be seen as an extension of Alan (often with his fingerprints left pressed 
into their surface) they are also an extension of us and our memories, and embody a universal narrative.

Alan's interest in cameras (objects that are totally reliant on vision to find, frame and capture an image) is not without 
irony; although it is precisely these concerns, particularly the lens and the viewfinder, that seem to interest him the 
most. Alan accentuates the visual operatives of the camera, hollowing out the large round lens at the front and 
presenting an open void. Likewise the viewfinder is often enlarged, creating yet another window to the world. Alan 
draws our attention to these portals, inviting us to look through these distorted and exaggerated openings to see the 
world as he does himself.

Just like real cameras, they demand to be picked up and caressed, held against the eye and looked through. Friends 
of mine own a number of Alan's cameras, including one of the spectacular red works from Polaroid Project. When I 
visit, I can't help but pick it up, it is like an old friend. Whenever I hold that camera and peer through the long, tunnel-
shaped viewfinder, it reminds me of Alan; in particular his clay covered hands, kneading and constructing the soft 
clay. I was fortunate to have sat alongside Alan when he made some of these cameras. No words were spoken—
the experience spoke for itself.
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NO T T I T L E D ( P U R P L E A N D  G R E E N M O V I E  C A M E R A)  2015
Ceramic

22 × 25 × 9  cm
$1,600



NO T T I T L E D  ( B L U E  I N S TA M A T I C  C A M E R A)  2015
Ceramic

10 × 18 × 11 cm
$1,300



NO T T I T L E D ( B L U E  M O V I E  C A M E R A)  2015
Ceramic

16 × 18 × 10 cm
$1,300



NO T T I T L E D  (BO X BR O W N I E  C A M E R A)  2015
Ceramic

15 × 15 × 10 cm
$1,300



NO T T I T L E D ( B R O W N  D U A L-L E N S  M E D I U M  F O R M A T  C A M E R A)  2015
Ceramic

17 × 15 × 9 cm
$1,300



NO T T I T L E D ( D U A L-L E N S  M E D I U M  F O R M A T  C A M E R A)  2015
Ceramic

21 × 14 × 8 cm
$1,300



NO T T I T L E D (G R E E N A N D B R O W N PO L A R O I D  C A M E R A)  2015
Ceramic

15 × 19 × 16 cm
$1,300



NO T T I T L E D ( G R E E N A N D P I N K  SLR)  2015
Ceramic

9 × 20 × 9 cm
$1,300



NO T T I T L E D (G R E E N D I G I TA L  C A M E R A )  2014
Ceramic

11 × 23 × 16 cm
$1,300



NO T T I T L E D ( G R E E N  D U A L- L E N S  M E D I U M  F O R M A T  C A M E R A)  2015
Ceramic

18 × 13 × 9 cm
$1,300



NO T T I T L E D (M U L T I - L E N S  PA S S P O R T  C A M E R A )  2015
Ceramic

12 × 25 × 9 cm
$1,300



NO T T I T L E D (O R A N G E ,  Y E L L O W A N D B L A C K PO L A R O I D  C A M E R A)  2015
Ceramic

13 × 15 × 16 cm
$1,300



NO T T I T L E D (P U R P L E  SLR C A M E R A)  2015
Ceramic

13 × 23 × 14 cm
$1,300



NO T T I T L E D (T W I N- L E N S  M E D I U M F O R M A T  C A M E R A )   2015
Ceramic

16 × 10 × 8 cm
$1,300



NO T T I T L E D (Y E L L O W A N D B R O W N  D U A L-L E N S  M E D I U M  F O R M A T  C A M E R A)  2015
Ceramic

8 × 14 × 8 cm
$1,300



NO T T I T L E D  ( Y E L L O W I N S TA M A T I C  C A M E R A)  2015
Ceramic

11 × 17 × 8 cm
$1,300



NO T T I T L E D ( B L U E  BO X  BR O W N I E  C A M E R A)  2014
Ceramic

14 × 11 × 16 cm
$1,000



NO T T I T L E D  ( B L U E  I N S TA M A T I C  C A M E R A)  2015
Ceramic

5 × 20 × 6 cm
$1,000



NO T T I T L E D  ( B L U E  I N S TA M A T I C  C A M E R A)  2015
Ceramic

9 × 20 × 10 cm
$1,000



NO T T I T L E D  ( P I N K  I N S TA M A T I C  C A M E R A  W I T H  S T R A P)  2015
Ceramic

10 × 20 × 9 cm
$1,000



NO T T I T L E D (P I N K  B O X BR O W N I E )  2014
Ceramic

14 × 12 × 12 cm
$700
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